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Hello and welcome to Community 

First for Portsmouth  and the 

Spring edition of our new look 

newsletter.  

 

Our new name, replaces the name 

PCCS and reflects our commitment 

to deliver quality services and re-

lease the potential of the Voluntary 

and Community Sector in the City.  

 

Our new logo, is shown below and 

our new website address is:  

www.community1st.org.uk  

Latest News  
 

§ Community Focus has new UK 

Online computers in our train-

ing room for IT training.  

 

§ New Training Opportunities in-

side.  

 

§ Opportunities for the sector to 

win contracts to fund health 

projects. 

Launched on 22 

April 2009. See 

page 7.  

ISSUE 1 -  May 2009  

Meet some of the Community First Team  
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Community First  

for Portsmouth Team  
Editorial:  

jane.whitell@community1st.org.uk  

Direct Line: 023 9282 7110  

Volunteer Centre:  

julie.killeen@community1st.org.uk  

Direct Line: 023 9288 2425  

Community Network:  

barbara.osullivan@community1st.org.uk  

Direct Line: 023 9288 2429  

Training:  

fiona.mabbott@community1st.org.uk  

Direct Line: 023 9288 2427  

shelagh.simmons@community1st.org.uk  

Direct Line: 023 9288 2432  

Funding Advice:  

lynda.hussey@community1st.org.uk  

Direct Line: 023 9288 2423  

Finance:  

claire.soal@community1st.org.uk  

Central Services :  

nona.earle@community1st.org.uk  

Direct Line: 023 9288 2438  

Shopmobility:  

Direct Line: 023 9281 6973  

Community Transport:  

transport@community1st.org.uk  

Direct Line: 023 9287 7308  

 

Please note new email addresses, old 

addresses will continue to work for a 

while.  

Highlights in this issue  

 

Focus Newsletter  

Community First for Portsmouth, 338 

Commercial Road, Portsmouth, PO1 4BT. 

Tel: 023 9282 7110.  

Email: focus@community1st.org.uk  
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Editorôs Comment 

We  can feature your news in our bi

- monthly publication.  

 

Reach over 750 readers via post 

and e - mail       
  

Contact us and let others see what you 

have been doing .  
 

Next edition éé June 2009

 Deadline 29 May 2009  

Let us know YOUR views of our  

FOCUS newsletter!  

DISCLAIMER: The information in this newslet-

ter comes from a variety of sources and care 

has been taken to represent it accurately. 

Community First cannot accept responsibility 

for any omissions. Content is provided for in-

formation only and is not advice.  
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Update from Ian Piper,  

Chief Executive  
 

 
 

Welcome to the first edition of Community 

Focus under our new name Community 

First for Portsmouth  
 

Over the coming months we will take  a 

number of opportunities to promote our 

new name e.g. during Volunteers Week  

(first week in June), and develop our new 

website: www.community1st.org.uk.  
 

We are also planning a major celebration 

of all the positive things going on in the 

sector and the positive impact that we all 

have on the life of the City. The planning 

date for the celebration is 22 September 

2009 , so keep that date in your diary. If 

you want to get involved in the planning 

for such an event then let me know!  
 

The £150,000 Primary Care Trust Volun-

tary and Community Sector Investment 

Fund will be launched at the Providers 

Network on 22 April.  This will provide op-

portunities for the sector to win contracts 

to fund health projects in specific priority 

areas, such as supporting safe hospital 

discharge, healthy lifestyles and services 

for people with mental health problems or 

learning disabilities. This is an exciting op-

portunity for the sector to learn about 

health provision and develop service plans 

in a safe environment.  
 

As part of this project we will be under-

taking a Training Needs Analysis (TNA) for 

the sector and commissioning training to 

support organisations who are interested 

in becoming providers or expanding provi-

sion.  
 

I was delighted to speak at the opening of 

the Information and Opportunities Day for 

those working with children, young people 

and families on 25 March at the Guildhall. 

It was amazing to see so many local 

groups clearly committed to improving 

the lives of young people in the City and 

working together.   
 

I am pleased to announce that we have 

secured £35,000 of funding for the Shop-

mobility scheme and funding to develop 

new ways for the Voice of the Sector to be 

heard in the City. We will be working with 

the support of NAVCA on the Voice project 

over the coming 6 months.  
 

Finally, The Office of the Third Sector     

issued  Real Help for Communities: Volun-

teers, Charities and Social Enterprises in 

February 2009. This identified an action 

plan of £42.5 million to support the sector 

during the recession. Copies of the docu-

ment can be ordered on 0845 015 0010 

and quoting URN 09/Z1.  

 

Best wishes in these challenging times.  

 

Ian  

Community First News  
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Our Community Transport team have been kitted up with  a 

smart new uniform.  

Did you know?  Community First ós Transport Service has a fifteen seater 

minibus that is accessible to hire for any Portsmouth -based community group. 

The service is available 7 days a week, throughout mainland United Kingdom.  

Costs are dependent upon the length of the journey, and include:  

¶ Driver  

¶ Escort, if required  

¶ Fuel  

 
 

The bus is also available for voluntary and community organisations to hire as 

a self -drive vehicle with their own driver.  Drivers MUST have a current, valid 

MIDAS certificate.  Contact the office for more information  

Our driver Dave, took the opportunity to model the new uniform for us  

     

Craig Beetlestone is the new Community First Transport Manager  

 

   Look out for the new Community First for Portsmouth logo on our 

buses around the city  

An example of tariffs is listed below:  

Arundel £103.80        Bognor £92.80  

Gatwick £194.00        Goodwood £88.40  

Marwell Zoo £90.60        Mayflower Theatre £84.00  

Queen Elizabeth Country Park £161.00  Thorpe Park £174.20  

ñSo if you fancy a trip to the zoo or to see a show -  let our 

friendly drivers escort youò  (Full price list available upon request).  

For further details, or to make a 

booking please contact  

Community Transport on:  

Tel: 023 9287 7308  

Email:  

transport@community1st.org.uk  

Whatôs new at Community First 
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We have been joined at Community First by Home - Start  

 

A brief introduction from Louise Boyle, the Manager,        
follows:  
 

Home -Start Portsmouth provides a unique service for families ï recruiting 

and training volunteers to support parents with young children at home.  

 

On 3 April we celebrated our move back into the heart of the City, by holding 

an Open Day at 338, Commercial Road, Portsmouth. We were pleased to 
welcome many of the families we support as well as volunteers, funders,   

referrers and other stakeholders from the city. We will continue to, as       
always, support families from all over the City but are very excited to have 

our office base back here in the Heart of Portsmouth where we are really  

accessible to all our volunteers.  

 

ñWe are very much looking forward to working in partnership here 

at Community First for Portsmouth.ò 

Portsmouth Shopmobility  

 

Community First for Portsmouth is pleased to introduce two new staff 

members.  

 

Vicky Carr -  Shopmobility Co ordinator  

Mike Would -  Assistant Co - ordinator  

 

There will be a new team and new brief. Shopmobility will be working to 

a new business plan.  

 

Vicky and Mike will be in post from 1 May 2009.  

 

Email: shopmobility@community1st.org.uk  

Telephone: 023 9281 6973  

Whatôs new at Community First 
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Community First have a conference 

room and meeting room available for 

hire . Located in an ideal central loca-

tion for public transport and close (1 

minuteôs walk) to a public car park.  

The conference room is fully equipped 

with a projector, flipchart, overhead 

projector etc.  

Refreshments and buffet lunches can 

be provided. A variety of freshly pre-

pared options can be ordered.  

The hourly room -hire rate for these 

central facilities is:  

Members*  £8    Non -members £15  

Tea/Coffee/Herbal Tea £1 per person  

*Membership of Community First is free 

to local Voluntary & Community groups.  

Further information from the main office .   

To make a booking enquiry please telephone: 

023 9288 2438  

Community First News  


